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right across the front of the burner from side to side of the
furnace. This resulted in a cracked ashpit door.
Another cause of dirty fires is found in dirty burners.
One cannot expect to produce a spotless ceiling with a dirty
whitewash brush.
The burners are liable to become coated with carbon,
and the small passages in nipples and diaphragms are also
liable to be partially choked with grit. It is good practice,
therefore, to withdraw all burners at regular intervals
for cleaning.
Thus, on a twelve-fire set, a practice should be made of
cleaning four burners each watch. The complete set of
burners would then be given attention twice every 24
hours.
Spare burners are carried to replace those withdrawn
for cleaning.
The cleaning process should be thoroughly carried out
by stripping the burner completely.
Paraffin oil is used for loosening scale from the external
and internal surfaces of the burner body, whilst the small
oil passages may be cleared of grit by probing them with
a piece of copper wire.
Summary.
The rules governing the proper management of an oil-
burning plant are very simple, and follow a logical sequence.
The funnel is the indicator of good combustion.
1    White smoke indicates that there is either too much
draught or that the oil temperature is  too high.      The
remedy is to reduce either of these factors until black smoke
is on the point of making its appearance.